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3211 

The Hayes 

Alvechurch Football Club 

Birmingham 

  
Relocation of Alvechurch Football Club to 

land off Redhill Road and Redditch Road -  

To include the formation of 5 football 

pitches, clubhouse and stand, provision of 

flood lighting and ancillary facilities.       

 

 

 

Design & Access Statement  
 

 
 

 

 

Prepared by: 

St. Paul’s Associates Ltd. 
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Introduction 

Project Description  

  

The design and access statement and as been 

prepared by St Paul’s Associates on behalf of 

Alvechurch Football Club. 

 
This document is submitted in support of a full 
planning application for the relocation of Alvechurch 
FC and provide 5 football pitches, clubhouse and 
stand, provision of flood lighting and ancillary 
facilities.  The proposals also include associated 
landscaping works and car parking.       

 

This report should be read in conjunction with the 

application drawings and supporting information. 

 

Contents:  

 

• Location & Site 

• Site Analysis 

• Heritage 

• The Scheme 

• Use & Amount 

• Layout 

• Scale 

• Appearance 

• Accessibility & Landscape 

• Sustainability & Ecology 
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Location & Site 

The proposed site is located at The Hayes Playing 
Fields, Birmingham.  The site is currently accessed 
via a vehicular accessway off the A441 Redditch 
Road, between Kings Norton and junction 3 of the 
M42 near Alvechurch. 
 
The site area is approximately 7.95 hectares / 19.65 
acres.  The site has an established use as playing 
fields and includes changing facilities and also a 
former ground keeper’s house. 
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Site Analysis 

The character of the landscape surrounding the site 
is varied with a mix of open agricultural and 
recreational land alongside the north, east and south 
boundaries and dense residential areas towards the 
west.  The site itself occupies a discrete visual 
location of the junction of Redhill Road and Redditch 
Road.  It is well screened with existing trees and 
vegetation which will minimise the visual impact of 
the development.  There are some views towards the 
site which are mainly  through the vehicular access 
road onto the site. 
 
The proposal’s appearance, form and scale has been 
carefully considered to not impact negatively on the 
character of the area.    
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Use & Amount 

The club’s aim is to provide a high quality facility with 

a level of accommodation that meets the 

requirements of an ambitious football club.  The 

proposal seeks to meet standards set out by the 

Football Association as well as the requirements for 

high standards of accessibility and inclusivity. 

 

The proposal will consist of the: 

 

Lower Floor / Pitch Level 413 sqm 

 

• Changing rooms & WC’s 

• Official’s areas 

• Physio area 

• First aid area 

• Snack shops 

• Spectator WC’s 

• Plant & cellar 

 

Upper Floor & Spectator Area 554 sqm 

 

• Standing and seated spectator area 

• Club room and bar 

• Boardroom / Office 

• WC’s 

 

 

 

Lower Floor / Pitch Level 

 

Upper Floor 
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Layout 

 
 
The layout has been informed by the topography of 
the site, surrounding area and positioning of the five 
pitches.  The proposed  stand will be built into and 
alongside  the bank running across the site with the 
aim of reducing the overall impact of the 
development.   
 
A new car park for staff, players and spectators will 
by formed by a new access road from  Redhill Road.  
The access will also provide a route for maintenance, 
service and emergency vehicle circulation.  The 
overall layout has been designed to create a 
functional and safe pedestrian environment whilst 
minimising the impact to the openness of the 
surrounding landscape. 
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Scale 

 
 
The proposed stand and facilities will only be seen as 
a two storey development from the north as it will be 
built into the existing bank that runs through the site.  
The building will nestle into the site contours to 
reduce it perceived scale. 
 

Proposed East Elevation 
 

Proposed North Elevation 

Proposed East Elevation Proposed West Elevation 

Proposed South Elevation 
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Appearance & 

Materials 

The built form of the proposal has been designed to 
give an identifiable expression to the facilities within 
whilst projecting an image of quality and efficiency.   
 
The selection of materials have been chosen to 
minimise and soften the building within its landscape 
and maintain the openness of the site.  A small 
palette of materials consisting of rainscreen cladding, 
render and glass emphasis the notion of a non 
complicated and honest building, whilst giving an 
overall impression of lightness.  This is reinforced 
with the design of the roof which will appear to ‘float’ 
above the mass of the building below. 
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Access & Landscape 

A new primary vehicular access point onto the site is 
proposed from Redhill Road which would provide 
safe controlled entry to the grounds.  145 parking 
spaces will be provided, 7 of which are identified and 
dedicated as disabled car parking spaces.  In 
addition 2 coach spaces will also be provided.  The 
new access will also be used for maintenance 
service and emergency vehicle routes.  Cycle 
storage will also provided near to the main access 
point onto the site.   
 

A new pedestrian access point is proposed from 

Redditch Road and positioned in the vicinity of the 

nearest bus stop.  It will link directly to on site 

pedestrian routes proving safe segregated control of 

pedestrians throughout the site.    

 
There will be lighting around the building perimeter 
and access points with signage to direct visitors to 
the appropriate points of entry and routes around the 
site. 
 
Level access into the building will be provided and a 
lift  will give access to all levels.  All staircases will be 
designed for ambulant disabled visitors and staff.  A 
specific area has been developed into the scheme for 
accessible viewing.  
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Sustainability  

 

The proposal will be designed to achieve high levels 
of energy efficiency based upon a ‘Fabric First’ 
philosophy.  This requires very high levels of 
insulation with the aim of minimizing demands on 
energy resources.           

 

The use of low carbon energy systems will also be 

fully investigated, including the potential for a CHP 

(combined heat and power). 

Modern methods of construction are being actively 

investigated as a means of reducing construction 

waste, increasing energy efficiency and the quality of 

the finished buildings, as well as minimising the 

number of deliveries during construction. Materials 

will be sourced locally and regionally wherever 

possible so as to reduce delivery miles and reinvest 

money into the local economy.   

 

Consideration will be given to a rain water harvesting 

system to aid irrigation.   


